
Susanne Lindegarth 
Curriculum Vitae 
________________________________ 
Address:  
Dept. of Marine Sciences 
Tjärnö marine laboratory 
University of Gothenburg 
452 96 Strömstad, Sweden 
 
Tel: +46 766 229678 
email: susanne.lindegarth@marine.gu.se      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                          
 
PERSONAL SUMMARY 
 
Current position 
I hold a permanent position as a project 
coordinator at the Dept. of marine sciences and the Centre for Sea and Society, University of 
Gothenburg (UGOT).  I have my working place at Tjärnö marine laboratory outside 
Strömstad. 
  
Goal and vision 
My professional mission is to use my academic knowledge to promote the development of 
sustainable use of biomarine resources in the society. I see collaboration between 
researchers, industry and authorities in creative projects as an effective way to transform 
knowledge into useful services or products. I see myself as a bridge between research and 
business and society. 
 
Research focus area 
My own research area is within marine aquaculture and in particular the cultivation of 
mussels and oysters. I have a strong interest in development of the aquaculture industry, 
which I believe has huge potential to grow. During my time as a PhD student, I felt a great 
need that my research on algal toxins in blue mussels would become useful for mussel 
farmers. After my dissertation in 2003, I have initiated and worked in several projects to 
develop detoxification methods with the mussel industry. In recent years, I have been one of 
the initiators of a research centre for aquaculture at UGOT - Aquaculture Centre West, 
which now is part of the larger platform SWEMARC. I was also one of the initiators of the 
National Competence Centre for Aquaculture, which is a collaboration between the 
University of Gothenburg and the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences; SLU. 
  
Project Experience - Innovation and Development 
I have worked at various levels and in various projects where applied research and 
collaboration with industry has been the focus. Between 2008-2011, I worked as an 
innovation advisor and later as a project manager for Mare Novum, a centre for marine 
innovation in West Sweden. As manager of Mare Novum, I met many small business owners 
and entrepreneurs, which had ideas about how they wanted to develop their businesses. 
Mare Novum functioned as a link into the academies and were able to match business needs 
with research expertise and know-how. Mare Novum organized meetings and conferences 
to increase contact between companies and researchers and helped with business advice 
where it was needed. 
  

	



As project manager for NORD-OSTRON (Northern Oysters), a Scandinavian innovation 
project, which ran from 2009-2012, I worked to develop oyster farming as a new business in 
our region. The project focused on applied research, involving the industry in the 
development of farming technology. We arranged workshops and conferences in order to 
disseminate information to stakeholders. We produced several printed matters in the 
project, including two strategy documents; "Building blocks for the development of oyster 
farming" and ”Strategic approaches for aquaculture industry development: flat oyster 
cultivation in Scandinavia” as well as a "Handbook for oyster farming”, aimed for prospective 
oyster farmers. 
 
I was the Swedish coordinator in a European cluster cooperation project ("EMSAC") funded 
by the EU, which ended in December 2012. I have also been the coordinator for the 
advocacy platform Blue Growth Sweden, which aims to join the marine research community, 
industry and public sector to visualize and position Swedish interests vis-à-vis the EU, 
Horizon 2020 and related programmes. This platform was financed by VINNOVA, the 
Swedish Agency for Innovation systems. 
 
One of my professional assets is my broad network of scientists, entrepreneurs and 
government officials etc. within the marine sectors. In 2011 I was offered a project position 
as an evaluator of the maritime cluster in western Sweden. The project is summarized in a 
report (Maritime clusters in Västra Götaland 2012). The work to implement the 
recommendations in this report is continuing and I have been entrusted to work as 
coordinator for the maritime cluster on behalf of UGOT. 
 
Education and diplomas 

• PhD (2003) in Zoophysiology at the University of Gothenburg– ”Effects, dynamics 
and management of okadaic acid (diarrhetic shellfish toxins) in blue mussels Mytilus 
edulis”.  

• Coordinator for EU projects (2010). The Vocational College, Mölndal 
• Mentor 4 Research programme, 2012 

 
Main project experience and qualifications 

• Coordinator for SWEMARC (Aquaculture Centre West (www.swemarc.gu.se) 
• Coordinator of the National Competence Centre for Aquaculture (www.nkfv.se) 
• Project manager for the advocacy platform Blue Growth Sweden 
• Advisor for Maritime clusters in Västra Götaland. 2011-2012 
• Project leader for NORD-OSTRON. Interreg IV A (EU) project. 2009-2012 
• Innovation Advisor and project manager for Mare Novum. 2008-2011. 
• Swedish project coordinator for EMSAC, a marine cluster collaboration project. 

(7th Framework Programme, Regions of Knowledge) 2010-2012.  
• Project Manager for several projects funded by the European Fisheries Fund, 

Environmental Protection Agency etc 
. 
Organizer of major meetings and conferences 
• Swedish Aquaculture Conference: 2009, 2010, 2012, 2014,2016 and 2018. 
• Almedalen 2012, seminar on Blue Growth and Aquaculture 
• Swedish Maritime Day; 2013, 2014 and 2015 
 
International experience and research collaborations 
• Institute of Marine Research in Bergen, Norway 
• Veterinary Institute in Oslo, Norway 
• Danish Shellfish Centre, Denmark 
• Norwegian University of Life Science, Norway 



• Visiting researcher at the University of Sydney, Australia. 1998-2000. Collaboration with 
Professor Brian Bayne on physiological and ecotoxicological issues in oysters and mussels. 

 
Awards 
• I have been awarded the Swedish Natural Science Association’s Prize 
(Naturvetarförbundet) of 30 000 SEK in 2010, with the motivation: "Susanne Lindegarth has 
in her professional act managed to merge basic biological research with industrial needs, 
and she has a strong driving force to visualize the social benefits of science. She is one of the 
main people behind the project Northern Oysters. She has worked systematically for a long 
time for a scientific platform for development of the Swedish aquaculture ". 
• I was appointed Honorary Research Associate at the University of Sydney during my guest 
research period 1998-2000. 
 
Research innovations  
Together with colleagues I have developed a method to measure the recruitment of blue 
mussels and fouling organisms in time and space, "Musselcatcher". The project was 
conducted and implemented in cooperation with several mussel farming companies.  
 
Assignments in committees and steering boards 

• Centre for Tourism at UGOT - Member of the steering board (ongoing) 
• Samförvaltning Norra Bohuslän (co-management of fisheries in Northern Bohuslän) - 

Member of the steering board (ongoing) 
• Leader Bohuskust och gränsbygd (EU local development program) - Member of the 

steering board (ongoing) 
 
Entrusted assignments outside the academy 
• President of the Oyster Academy (Ostronakademien) 2010-2016, a non-profit organization 
aiming to increase interest in and disseminate knowledge about the native flat oysters 
Ostrea edulis (www.ostronakademien.se) 
• Elected to the Board for Strömstads Handball Club 2011-2017.  
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